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40 Years of Local Independent Publishing

Amador Publishers Launches Anniversary Year with Reprint of 

Adela Amador's Undercurrents: New Mexico Stories Then and Now

Adela Amador’s writing career began in her kitchen and stretched around the globe. Born and

raised in northern New Mexico, Adela had a passion for food and cooking, and a fascination with

people and their cultures. Her holiday recipe book Twelve Gifts and her monthly "Southwest Flavor"

food column for The New Mexico Magazine (1993 to 2006) netted fan letters from around the world.

She was a student of the Spanish story-form known as the cuento and applied the technique to the

stories collected in Undercurrents.

Based on her own life experiences, Adela’s poignant and often intimately familiar tales explore

the paradoxical ups and downs of life itself. She draws parallels between her own existence and the

deceptively calm undercurrents that run through the everyday lives of human beings. Her stories are

peppered with Spanish phrases and songs and their English meanings. The writing is concise and

easy to understand, showing us our own reflections. Adela’s stories span decades yet are still deeply

relatable in modern times. A variety of emotions accompany each tale, connecting our individual

experience to a collective spirit.   

Published in 1999, the uniquely New Mexican Undercurrents by Adela Amador (1922-2012)

will receive a reprint just in time for Amador Publishers’ 40th anniversary in 2026. Also in reprint

will be the first title published in 1986: Duke City Tales, Stories from Albuquerque, by Harry

Willson (1932-2010). The press will celebrate its Ruby Anniversary with a release party for both

titles this Summer, 2026, details TBA. 

The print edition of Undercurrents is available from booksellers worldwide. Retailers may

order from their preferred distributor. To request review copies or additional information, please

write to Zelda Leah Gatuskin, Amador’s editor-in-chief since 2010: zelda@amadorbooks.com
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